Neuroblastoma: a review of management and outcome.
Solid tumors in children are a major cause of death in the developed countries and now even in the developing countries. Of these tumors, neuroblastoma, the most common tumor in children, despite extensive and on-going research and clinical trials still remains an enigma. About 50 % of children with neuroblastoma overall succumb to the disease. This tumor generates lot of curiosity in developing newer therapies for management, but creates equal amount of frustration albeit a risk-stratification system, patients with the same clinical-pathologic parameters and being treated with the same protocols may have markedly different clinical courses and outcomes. Most of the neuroblastomas are sporadic but some are familial. This article aims at understanding the different protocols existing for the risk stratification and management of neuroblastomas. Further, it also aims to study the outcomes of the several different stages of the tumor all across the country as well as in India.